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Deluge Legends. Stories relat-
ing to the flood. Research has
traced traditional tales of a prime-
val flood, local or general, more or
less parallel with the Noah story,
among peoples in every grade of
culture. Besides the ancient
Sumerian and Babylonian epics,
flood-myths are traceable to
Greece, across Persia, India, and
Polynesia to America.

Interesting coincidences in detail
occur. In India and Peru a warn-
ing is given; there may be one
survivor or a few. The survivors
escape by ark, as in Cambodia, by
canoe, by a coconut shell, or by a
turtle. They reach a mountain,
animal messengers are sent out ;
the earth is repeopled. That these
myths are degenerate reminiscen-
ces of the Biblical story is no more
admissible than the suggestion of
their independent invention. They
are explained as an element in the
cultural drift observable through-
out the eastward track of early
mariners. See Creation Legends.

Delusion. A false belief, a
common symptom of mental dis-
order. For example, delusions of
worthlessness and wrong-doing, or
of the destruction or decay of parts
of the body are seen in depression.
Grandiose delusions such as being
God, the king, or some famous per-
son may be seen in schizophrenia.
Delusions are not random bizarre
ideas, but may be highly sy&tem-
atised and presented with such
conviction as to make them almost
credible, especially in paranoid
persons. They are an example of
a defence mechanism designed to
protect the personality against
disintegration. For example, a
schizophrenic patient may accuse
others of obscene practices against
him or of calling him obscene
names, but in fact these unaccept-
able qualities of his own mind are
projected on to his attackers.

Delville Wood. Battle site of
France, in the dept. of Somme.
It lies between Longueval and
Ginchy, 10 m. E. by N. of Albert,
and was the scene of heavy fight-
ing in the First Great War. Some
159 acres in extent, it was called
Devil's Wood by the British.

In 1916 the South African
brigade was ordered to hold it at
all costs, and did so during July
14-20 against repeated heavy Ger-
man assaults. The brigade went
into battle 3,153 strong; only 750
survived. In 1920 the government
of South Africa bought the wood
from the French government and
erected on it a memorial to all
South African war dead which was

unveiled on Oct. 10, 1926. See
Somme, Battles of the.

Delyannis, THEODOROS (1826-
1905). Greek statesman. In
1878 he represented Greece at
the Berlin congress and was four
times prime minister between 1878
and 1905. He was assassinated,
June 13, 1905. Delyannis's life-
long policy was the enlargement
of Greece, and the recovery of its
lost provinces from Turkey.

Delysia, ALICE (b. 1885).
French actress. Born in Paris,
March 3, 1885, she was a midinette
before appearing on the stage of
the Moulin Rouge in 1901. After
playing in Paris music halls, she
went to the U.S.A. in 1905. Her
London debut in Odds and Ends,
1914, established her reputation
as an actress of sophisticated
charm and viv id personality. She
starred in many of C. B. Cochran's
revues, e.g. Pell Mell, 1916 ; May-
fair and Montmartre, 1922; On
with the Dance, 1925 ; and in the
musical plays, Princess Charming,
1928 ; The Cat and the Fiddle,
1933 ; Mother of Pearl, 1933.
During the Second Great War she
toured the military camps of the
Near and Middle East, 1941-43.

Demades. Athenian orator and
politician. He belonged to the
pro-Macedonian party, and as
such was a bitter opponent of
Demosthenes.         Twenty years

after the overthrow of Greek
independence at Chaeronea (338
B.C.) he joined a conspiracy to
murder the Macedonian Anti-
pater (q.v.). This was discovered
and Demades put to death. Utterly
unscrupulous, he is called by Plu-
tarch (who acknowledges his elo-
quence) the shipwreck of Athens.
Pron. Deema-deez.

Demavend, Loftiest peak of
the Elburz Mts., Persia. Situated
45 m. N.E. of Teheran, and 45 m.
S. of the Caspian Sea, it is a snow-
capped and dormant volcano. It
yields lava and sulphur, and its
alt. is estimated at 18,500 ft.

The town of Demavend lies to
theS.

Dexnbinski, HENBYK (1791-
1864). Polish soldier. Born at
Cracow, Jan. 16, 1791, he joined
the army, 1809, and fought under
Napoleon in the invasion of Russia
in 1812. He distinguished himself
as a cavalry commander in the
Polish revolution of 1830, and
on Kossuth's invitation accepted
command of the Hungarian forces
in 1848. Dembinski died in Paris,
June 13, 1864.

Dexne (Gr. demos). Name for a
township or parish after Attica
was divided by Cleisthenes (q.v.}.

Dementia (Lat. demens, out of
one's mind). Condition of weak-
mindedness or mental degenera-
tion, which may develop from other
forms of insanity, or may be the
result of physiological decay of the
mind in old age. Mania, melan-
cholia, general paralysis, epilepsy,
chronic alcoholism, and injury to
the brain following fracture of the
skull or apoplexy, may all ter-
minate in dementia. The senses
gradually become weakened, the in-
tellectual faculties reduced, and the
memory impaired. Loss of self-
control, irritability, and childish-
ness are manifested. The patient
then becomes dirty in his habits
and requires constant attention.
Periods of maniacal excitement or
depression may occur and suicide
may be attempted. Eventually,
muscular weakness becomes ex-
treme, the patient is bedridden, and
death follows from pneumonia or
prolonged exhaustion. Treatment
is of little avail. See Insanity.
Demerara. River and prov. of
British Guiana. The river rises in
the Maccari Mts. and, flowing N.,
almost parallel with the lower
Essequibo, enters the Atlantic at
Georgetown ; its length is about
180 m., of which some 80 m. are
navigable by large ships. Most of
the prov. lies between the rivers
Demerara and Berbice ; it touches
the sea for some 10 m. It was
originally a Dutch colony. The
brown sugar called demerara was
originally produced here. Area
4,420 sq. m. Pop. (est.) 220,000.
Demerara. This city, capital
of British Guiana, originally the
Dutch Stabroek, is now called
Georgetown (q.v.).
Demesne (Lat. dominium, lord-
ship). Name for a certain class
of land, the modern form being
domain. On manors in feudal times
demesne was the land kept by the
lord for himself, as distinguished
from that granted to his tenants.
Similarly, demesne of the crown
was land retained by the king; and
this now forms the crown lands.
Ancient demesne is land that was
in the hands of the king at the time
of the Norman conquest. The word
is sometimes used for the land
attached to a large residence. See
Manor.
Demeter. In Greek mythology,
goddess of agriculture, whose
Roman counterpart was Ceres.
She was the daughter of Cronos
and Rhea, and by Zeus became
the mother of Persephone (Proser-
pine). Her daughter was carried
off by Pluto, the god of the under-
world, as she was gathering flowers
near Enna in Sicilv. Demeter set